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For Donia Bijanâ€™s family, food has been the language they use to tell their stories and to

communicate their love. In 1978, when the Islamic revolution in Iran threatened their safety, they

fled to Californiaâ€™s Bay Area, where the familiar flavors of Bijanâ€™s motherâ€™s cooking

formed a bridge to the life they left behind. Now, through the prism of food, award-winning chef

Donia Bijan unwinds her own story, finding that at the heart of it all is her mother, whose love and

support enabled Bijan to realize her dreams. From the Persian world of her youth to the American

life she embraced as a teenager to her years at Le Cordon Bleu in Paris (studying under the

infamous Madame Brassart) to apprenticeships in Franceâ€™s three-star kitchens and finally back

to San Francisco, where she opened her own celebrated bistro, Bijan evokes a vibrant kaleidoscope

of cultures and cuisines. And she shares thirty inspired recipes from her childhood (Saffron Yogurt

Rice with Chicken and Eggplant and Orange Cardamom Cookies), her French training (Ratatouille

with Black Olives and Fried Bread and Purple Plum Skillet Tart), and her cooking career (Roast

Duck Legs with Dates and Warm Lentil Salad and Rose Petal Ice Cream). An exhilarating, heartfelt

memoir, Mamanâ€™s Homesick Pie is also a reminder of the women who encourage us to shine.
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This is a memoir to savor. It's a breath-taking account of a young woman who lived the life of a

cherished and richly encompassed child of the world at large. I became spellbound by Donia Bijan's

life story immediately, and found myself holding my breath as I grasped her book, not wanting to



read it slowly, but speeding through its pages like a delicious crepe filled with Turkish coffee ice

cream.While Ms Bijan's memoir is captivating in and of itself, her exotic recipes included at the end

of chapters are both slightly tipped with the savory and screaming to be tried in one's own kitchen. I

can hardly wait to try her Cardamom Honey Madeleines. Proustians everywhere know of his love

affair with Madeleines to begin with, so her distinctive twist of cardamom with trying out farmers'

market honeys makes this recipe irresistible to me. We have a great farmers' market in Naples. Not

to mention that I have a fabulous Madeleine pan I've never used!What I found intriguing among so

many things about this memoir is the tone of her literary "voice." I suppose I expected a lilting

celebration of food and family...a "warm and inviting kitchen" experience as expressed on the cover

review. Instead, Ms Bijan's telling of her past life as a refugee from revolutionary-torn Iran, to the

shores of a hip and culturally shocking San Francisco, and an unimaginably glorious but difficult

training in the bowels of kitchens in Paris, France, is somewhat maudlin. It's reflective. I found it a

surprise, and a powerful memoir for that reason.Food, studying the art of food preparation and

restauranteering isn't what's important in her memoir, it seems to me.
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